
AGF-210 — reporting for field trips

A learning diary is a personal document to process individual learning, digest
and analyse new information. Research on learning suggests that analysing
your own learning helps to identify unclear items and strengthen deeper un-
derstanding of newly learned material. The learning diary is to be written at
the end of every excursion or site visit day, whether it included lectures, tours,
exercises, team work or experiments. A learning diary should be honest and
subjective. Critical comments or feedback about the teaching and learning
activities are welcome. However, since the purpose of the learning diary is
to enhance your own learning, I ask critical comments to be accompanied by
reasoning.

What to include in the daily entries (at least):

1. Date

2. Topics of the day/session(s)

3. Where was my understanding advanced most? Why?

4. What remained unclear or difficult? Why?

I encourage you to discuss your learning process, how useful today’s topics
may become in the future, which part will you be able to teach to your friend
in a week from now, and to what extent did the field activity connect to the
theoretical background of previously given lectures.

An additional question at the end of the Ny-Ålesund
trip

At the end of the excursion to Ny-Ålesund (on Thursday 10 October), discuss
the excursion with another student in the group. Describe what you learned
by sharing your experience of the trip with your fellow student.

An additional final question

After all excursion/field days, read thoughtfully through all your entries.
Describe how you found the writing of daily entries as opposed to a traditional
field work report (introduction – instrument description – data analysis –
conclusions). Did it make a difference to your learning and understanding?

1



The aim of the excursions and facility tours is to introduce you to a
wide range of ground-based instrumentation, measurement and analysis tech-
niques which can be used to monitor key processes in the middle atmosphere.
The goal is that after the field period you will be able to describe the chal-
lenges in middle atmospheric observations and choose measurement tech-
niques for a middle atmosphere related project. Where are you at with
respect to this ambitious goal?

Submission

The learning diary is your field report and it is a required document from
everyone in order to take the final exam. It will not be graded, published or
shared but it has to be passed and delivered on time.

The end result can be an electronic or hand-written document as long as
it is human readable. Every field or excursion day requires an entry. These
are: each day in Ny-Ålesund and the extra entry at the end of the excursion,
the SOUSY radar visit, the trip to KHO, and the EISCAT radar visit. In
addition, the End of the report entry needs to be included. The length of an
entry can be anything between one paragraph and one page.

The deadline for delivering the complete learning diaries is 18 November,
electronic notes to noora.partamies@unis.no or hand-written notes to Noora’s
mail box (3rd floor) or office (B316) by 5 pm Norwegian time.
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